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Electronic Transmission of Election Materials

Since the 1990 general election faxing has proven to be a valuable alternative method for
facilitating the enfranchisement of military persons and overseas citizens serving their
country who may have otherwise been unable to vote. This initiative has helped ensure these
citizens were not disenfranchised by allowing them to cast a ballot when they would
otherwise not have been able to vote due to time and location constraints.

Throughout an election year cycle, various circumstances exist that require the need for this
alternative procedure in order for citizens to vote. The basic concept of electronic
transmission of election materials is to secure high-speed delivery of election materials to
and from the voter and local election officials. Your support in developing the acceptance of
electronic transmission for all aspects of the process, with proper controls, would cut the
ballot transit time at least in half. This would reduce the major obstacle to voting absentee
and allow local election officials more administrative flexibility in preparing election
materials.

Consideration should be given to expand the use of modern technology in the absentee

voting process. We realize Nebraska enacted legislation to provide for electronic
transmission of the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) for registration and ballot
requests. We recommend expanded use of this alternative to include electronic transmission
of the unvoted ballot to the voters covered by UOCAVA, and accepting the voted ballot from
these voters via electronic transmission. Thirteen states now allow electronic transmission of
the FPCA for registering and requesting the absentee ballot, sending the blank ballot, and
accepting the voted ballot.

Sample Language

An applicant who is a member of the United States Armed Forces or the United States
merchant marine, a family member, or is a qualified elector living outside the United States,
may apply for registration and an absentee ballot by electronic transmission if otherwise
qualified to apply for and vote by absentee ballot. A local election official may send and
receive absentee ballot applications and accept voted ballots from eligible electors via
electronic transmission.

Emergency Authority for Chief Election Official

During a period of a declared emergency or other situation where a short time-frame for
ballot transmission is created, it is recommended that Nebraska's Chief Election Official
have the authority to designate alternate methods for handling absentee ballots to
ensure voters have the opportunity to exercise their right to vote. The Chief Election Official
and the Federal Voting Assistance Program could establish expeditious methods for handling
absentee ballots including electronic transmission. As an example, in light of the surge of
Guard and Reserve forces being deployed, the Chief Election Official can temporarily allow
electronics transmission of voting materials for Active Duty Military. Fifteen states have
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passed legislation giving the Chief Election Official authority to designate alternate methods
of handling absentee ballots in emergency situation.

Sample Language

If a national or local emergency or other situation arises which makes substantial
compliance with the provisions of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
impossible or unreasonable, such as a natural disaster or an armed conflict involving United
States Armed Forces, or mobilization of those forces, including State National Guard and
Reserve components of this state, the Chief Election Official may prescribe, by emergency
orders or rules, such special procedures or requirements as may be necessary to facilitate
absentee voting by those citizens directly affected who otherwise are eligible to vote in the
State.

The Chief Election Official shall adopt rules describing the emergency powers and the
situations in which the powers will be exercised.
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